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Hello Friends, 
here’s how to use 
this week's free gift. 


1 Separate the card into 5 strips. 

2 Show card A to a friend and ask them to choose one char- 
acter, but not to tell you which one. Put the card to one side. 
3 Show your friend cards B, C, D and E one at a time and ask 
them to confirm if their chosen character appears on each 
card. Cards which show their character are placed with card 
A. Cards which do not show their character are placed on a 
separate pile. 

4 When all five cards have been shown, collect all the cards, 
put to one side with card A and quietly add up in your head 
the numbers which appear at the top of each card. Once you 
have a total figure from the selected cards refer back to Card 
A, where your total figure will tell you which character has 
been chosen. For example, if your friend selected only two 
cards e.g. A and C then their chosen character is Owl. 


5 on Card A = Owl.) 


If you haven't got pow , 
all your copies of 
Farthing Wood Friends 


Just ask a grown up to write to 
the address below stating which parts 
you want us to send you and 
enclosing the appropriate payment. Each part costs 
£1.20 except part 1, which costs only 60p. Postage 
and packing are free. 


HOW TO PAY 

You can pay by cheque, postal order or credit card. 
Cheques or postal orders should be payable to 
Woodgate (Eaglemoss) Ltd. If paying by credit card, 
be sure to state the cardholder’s name, type of card 
(Access or Visa), card number and expiry date. 

You can phone your order on 01424 755755. 


WHERE TO SEND YOUR ORDER 

All orders should be sent to: Farthing Wood Friends 
Subscriptions, PO Box 1, Hastings, East Sussex 
TN35 4TJ or telephone 01424 755755. 


CUSTOMER ENQUIRIES 01424 755755 
(For readers in the UK and Republic of Ireland.) 
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Owl was lying on the floor in the middle of “Have a nightmare, did you?” the rook 
the attic room. She slowly came round. Then _ shouted. “Yes,” snapped Owl, now fully 
she saw the moth-eaten rook pecking at the awake. “Look, you stupid bird, can’t you 
window which had fallen shut. see I’m trapped in here?” 


Owl quickly picked herself up and ruffled 
her feathers. She had just started to think 


The rook peered inside the room and became about how she was going to escape when a 


cat stepped out from behind a basket in the 


very worried. “I’ll save you. I’ll get you out,” 
corner of the room. 


he cried and then disappeared from view. 


The two animals started to compare the 
length of their claws but then, suddenly, the 
moth-eaten rook came hurtling towards them. 
Crraash! — he went straight into the window. 


Owl braced herself for a fight but the cat 
wasn’t interested. “Fancy a chat?” she 
miaowed, politely. Somewhat embarrassed, 
Owl hid her talons and invited the cat over. 


The cat couldn’t believe her eyes. “Why 
exactly did he do that?” she asked Owl, as 
the moth-eaten rook lined up for a desperate 
second attempt. 


Suddenly Owl had an idea. “I wonder if 
you could clear something up for me,” she 
said to the cat. “Did this place used to be 
Farthing Wood?” 


She was interrupted by the moth-eaten rook 
hurling himself at the window again. “Stop!” 
cried Owl, frantically. “I could watch him all 
day. It’s better than catching sparrows,” 
Jaughed the cat. 


“Oh, he’s trying to help me escape,” replied 
Owl, dismissively. “Well, I’d tell him not to,” 
said the cat, “this window is jammed tight. 
I’ve never found a way out of here.” 


The cat thought for a moment, then replied, 
pleased with herself, “This place is called 
Farthinghurst, but perhaps there was a wood 
here before they built the houses...” 


Then Owl heard a noise on the stairs. 
“What's that?” she asked, anxiously. “Oh, 
that'll be the smallest boy coming up to 
play,” said the cat, as she disappeared out 
of sight behind the basket. 


AAA a (iS! 


In a panic, Owl flew past the boy and down 
the stairs into the living room. She looked 
around for a place to hide. There was a statue 
of an owl in the corner of the room so she 
crouched behind it. 


Owl flew to the window and beat her wings 

against it, desperately trying to escape. But 
it was no use — the boy had appeared in the 
doorway. “Ma, there’s a vulture in the attic,” 
he yelled. 


A man in wellingtons entered the back garden. 
He opened the living room door and Owl saw 
her chance. She flew straight past him and 
out into the garden. 


The mother of the house now appeared with 
a broom. She saw Owl and took a swipe at 
her. The statue went crashing to the floor, 
but Owl managed to get away. 


“Tl look after him,” the female rook said. 

“Be sure you do,” replied Owl, “I’ve grown 
quite fond of him.” Then, choking back a tear 
she flew off into the distance. 


Owl hadn’t got very far when she saw the 
moth-eaten rook lying dazed in a flowerbed. 
There was a female rook standing next to 
him, looking very concerned. 


Next week: Wild water. 


All About... | — 


We prairie dogs aren’t 
popular with the local 
farmers. They don’t like us 
eating their crops and they 
worry that their horses will 
catch their feet in our 
burrows and break a leg. 
Back in the 1900s, the 
farmers tried to poison us 
but both us Black-tails 
and White-tails are still 
going strong. The Utah, 
Gunnison’s and Mexican 
prairie dogs haven't been 
so lucky though — there are 
not many of them left these 
days. We don’t only eat 
farmers’ crops. We also 
like grasses, nuts and 
berries, wild flowers and 
other plants. We even eat 
| insects sometimes. 


66Hi, I'm Black-tailed prairie dog, but I'll let you 
into a secret — I'm not really a dog at all! In fact, 
like my cousins White-tailed, Utah, Mexican and 
Gunnison’s prairie dog, I'm a type of squirrel. 

My relatives include the Grey or Red squirrels 

you might have seen near to your home. You can 
find me on the prairies of North America, although 
you won't often catch me leaving the safety and 
comfort of the underground burrows where | live “a> 
with my family and friends. | spend much of my 
time digging tunnels with my strong claws and 
sharp front teeth.99 


Us prairiexdogs are types of : . 
ground squirrels. We have Family and friends are very 
shorter, flatter tails than those important to us prairie 


squirrels who live in trees. dogs and we like 
If you look at the colour of the to get to know each 
fur at the tip of our tails you other well! When 
can tell whether you’ve seen two of us meet, we 

a Black- or White-tailed prairie squat down low, 
dog. We use our tails to help crawl forwards 

us keep our balance when and show our 
we're burrowing. As adults teeth. If we don’t 

we are about 30cm long and recognize each 

have a coat of light brown fur other we run 

which becomes even lighter away but, if we 


do, we put our 
noses together 
and give each 
other a friendly 
kiss. Once we 
know we can 
trust one another, 
we chatter and 
play together. 
Sometimes we 
even groom one 
another. Prairie dogs 
don’t much like being 
on their own so we live 
together in family groups 
of about eight, called 
coteries, and we make 
sure that we have lots of 
friends who live nearby. 


brown on our underside. 


All About... 


Burrows 


66Each prairie dog coterie lives in a 
burrow made up of tunnels that can be 
up to 3m deep and as much as 30m long. 
Inside the tunnels, the prairie dog digs 
out special rooms, or chambers, off to 
one side. Each chamber is used for a 
different aspect of daily life. Prairie dogs 
are very sociable animals and like to live 
together in large, organized colonies. 

As many as 100 burrows may be linked 
by interconnecting tunnels to create a 
complex underground town.99 


The different shaped entrances to the burrow form 
a carefully constructed air-conditioning system. 
The fast flowing air above the mound entrance 
draws out the stale air inside the burrow. 


~ ISG 


the stale air and the burrow is 
kept well ventilated. 


Inside the burrow there are 
separate chambers for sleeping, 
storing food and going to the toilet. ssi) 
When a toilet chamber becomes full, 

the prairie dogs seal it up and build 

another one. 


= at : 
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Fresh air streams in through the 
flat entrance to take the place of 


Prairie dogs spend much of their lives underground, 
‘ only coming out of their burrows.in the daytime to, 
eat. They make sure the entrances-to. their burrows 
are near to a good sourcelof fodd so that they dol, 
A \ not have to wander too far away fromthe groupy F 
¥ When this food supply runs'out they simply dig * y 
another tunnel near to a new supply of food. wt 
Then they wait for the old supply to grow back en ae, 
ag so that they can eat it all over again! Pa 


Nidoatoa! 


TOWN PLANNING 

The largest known prairie dog town contained 
about 400 million prairie dogs and covered an 
area of 64,000 sq km - that’s almost as large 
as the Republic of lre!and. 


Male prairie dogs keep guard on mounds of 
earth outside the main entrance to the burrow. 
They stand on their hind legs, like sentries, 
watching out for predators such as 

badgers, coyotes, ferrets and eagles. 


~ 


_do them any-harm. 


Other animals often lodge in prairie dog burrows 


to save them from having to make their own homes. 


These squatters include Burrowing owls and, more 
rarely, Black-footed ferrets. Sometimes rattlesnakes 
sneak into the burrows as well. When this happens, 
the prairie dogs seal up the chamber which the 
snake has occupied so that it cannot escape and 


We female Black-tailed 
prairie dogs look after 
our pups with great care 
— we won't let strangers 
come into our burrows 
and we will even kill 
another mother’s pups if 
they look like they might 
cause trouble. We give 
birth once a year to 
about six pups. Our 
newborn have no teeth 
and can’t see a thing 
until they are one month 
old. They don't leave the 
burrow for five or six 
weeks and and stay with 
the family for two years. 
Then it’s time for the 
males to go and find a 
coterie of their own, 
while the females stay 
behind to have pups. 


This week there are some great poems 
and a tricky code breaker for you to 
crack! How about sending some more 
Loopy Book titles for me to get my 


head around. 
Joan 


Hele; iN ; 
What do you get if a herd of elephants " Phillips, aged 7 


ramnples Batman and Robin? 
y is - juoggry pue ueueld 
Vf re | # ‘Lyndsey Jones, aged 9 


THE SQUIRREL 

The squirrel has a bushy tail, | 
He lives in a tree, 

| love him, | 
But he’s afraid of me. \4 


He races over the tennis court, \ 
He races up the tree, 

He races over the grass, 

He backs away from me. 


Joanne Jones, aged 8 


Farthing Wood all stick together, 

They travel along whatever the weather. 
Snow, wind, rain or sun, 

Sometimes it’s bad, sometimes it’s fun. 


Fox is the leader, he’s cunning and sly, _ 
Owl and Kestrel fly in the sky. . 
Owl is wise, Fox is sly. e 
Hare is bossy, Mole likes to cry. 


They all have their differences 
whatever they are, 
But if they stick together they'll travel 
quite far. 
The journey’s over they've worked 
quite hard. 
But here they are at WHITE DEER PARK. 
Rebecca Clayton, aged 10 - 
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IN BY KATIE BAINBRIDGE, AGED 11. 
CAN YOU FIND 11 FARTHING WOOD 
ANIMALS IN IT? 
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Grace Jenkins, 
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Don't forget to put 
your name, age an 


k of 


anything you send in. 


Secret World of {i 


A PRAIRIE 


66If you enjoy ssslithering through the grass as much 
as | do, then you'll like the American prairies — - there : 
whole fields of tall grasses there as far as the eye can: 
see. These prairies are among the largest i in the , 


creatures, such as white-footed mice, badgers and prairie ni 
dogs make their home there. They feed on the leaves, roots and os 
seeds of wild-growing prairie plants. The soil on the lan Vr Deus 
is very rich, so crops grow well. Nowadays, ° 
farmers use much of the land to grow crops k-> * 
. so large areas of the prairies are covered 


ee : 
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You should be able to spot six 
Lubber grasshoppers hidden in 
the grass. ‘ 


The male Sage 
grouse tries hard 
to find a mate. 
Groups of males 


m 
: ni a VAC 

\~ , 
The American badger uses its sharp claws to dig 
out its underground den. It only comes out at night, perform together 
looking for insects, mice and worms to eat. During n front of the 


the day it sleeps in the den, snoring loudly. ; on females, puffing 
TN up their bodies, 


dancing and 
calling loudly. 
Individual males 
fight fiercely to 
finally win 

a female. 


Looking at grasses 


There’s a lot more to grasses than first meets the eye. 


From a distance they may look the same but, if you 
get close enough, you will see that there are many 
different types — in fact, there are 9000 different 


_ Discovering Na 


A WALK ON 
THE WILDSIDE _ 


N) I love scurrying about outside - there’s so much to 
see. When you’re my height, you can get to know 
whole communities living down here in the grass. 
Why don’t you take a nature walk and discover 
this hidden world for yourself. 


“Ap 


species of grass throughout the world. Here are 
some common British grasses that you might be 
able to spot in fields, parks and at roadsides. 


Burrowing owls live 
underground, often 


moving into burrows made %, Annual / 
by other animals. They meadow 
like to live near to prairie & ) GRASS PAINTING 
dog colonies because You can make some great paintings from 
prairie dog pups are one wy - grasses when they are in flower. Just look 
of their favourite foods, re Vy Crested at the flowerhead under a magnifying glass 
Bison, or American buffalo, once roamed the though they will also eat “A dog's tail before painting it so that you can see its 
prairies in great herds. But in the late 18th century snakes and lizards. AY & shape and all its parts clearly. How many 
their numbers were slashed from 20 million to 551 by \ le | '@ | different grass paintings can you make? 
hunters killing them for their meat. Today, there are ‘, ig ) 
about 15,000 bison in the United States : — oO ; ey 


but they ail live on special reserves. 


York$hire 
Wheat is the world’s most important crop and fag 
its products provide millions of people with food. 
\\ 
‘ 


About 30,000 varieties are grown worldwide but it 
The fastest large mammal in is spring wheat that grows best on the prairies. 
North America is the Pronghorn. 
It can run at 90kph over short 


distances - as fast as a cheetah! 


— 
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The Deermouse or 
White-footed mouse enjoys 
feeding on wheat grains. 
When it gets excited, it 
stamps its front feet on the 
ground, making a fast 
drumming noise. 


The Dung beetle is very 
good at sniffing out 
freshly-laid animal dung. 
It rolls the dung into a 
ball, buries it in the soil 
and lays its eggs on top 
of it. When the larvae 
hatch they have plenty 
of food to feed on! 


GRASS PARTS 

Grass planis are made up of the roots, 
the stem, the leaves and the flowerhead. 
The flowerhead produces the seeds to 
make new plants. Some grass plants 
also have creeping stems that spread 
out from the main plant to start new 
grass planis. These stems are called 
runners, or stolons. 


-~ HIDDEN WORLD 
Grasses provide a refuge for hundreds of different tiny 
creatures. Spiders spin their webs between the stems 
to trap unsuspecting flies, while mice and birds build 
nests for their young. Caterpillars and grasshoppers 
like to live among grasses because these plants 
provide them with the food they need. 


i | 


SWEEP NET 


Sweep nets are simple to make. Use them to 
scoop up grasshoppers or to catch butterflies 
fluttering past you. Always remember to let your 
creatures go after you have looked at them. 


You will need: 

plastic-coated wire, wide tape, long wooden 
dowel (for handle), lightweight gauze or old net 
curtain 75 x 45cm, needle and thread. 


& Run the wire 
through the hemmed 
end of the net and tape 
the straight ends firmly 
to the wooden dowel. 


2 Fold up 2cm of the 
netting. Stitch across to 
make a hem big enough for 
the wire to run through. 


3 Fold the netting in 
half. Sew in a diagonal 
line from the bottom 
right-hand corner to 


To use your sweep 
net, hold it firmly by | 
the handle and drag 


@ Ask an adult 
to bend a length 


of wire, 1m long, © it slowly through the 
into a hoop leaving the top leficrang corner _ grass or sweep it 
two a4) ends. of the netting. Cut off gently through the air. 


the waste. 
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‘WILDFLOWER CARD TRICK 


Try out this card trick on 
[2] 
| ds 
popP aisy 


your friends. 

2 Divide the cards into 
groups of four and write 
the name of a meadow 
flower on each group. We 
have chosen poppy, daisy, 
buttercup and cornflower. 


SS 


You will need: 
card, felt-tips, scissors. 


1 Take a large piece of 
card and divide it into 
16 squares. Cut out 
each square. 


3 Draw a picture of each 
flower above its name on 
the card and colour it in. 


bird’s 
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WATURE NOTEBOOK 


Take a notebook and pencil with you on your 
walk and become a real nature tracker! 

On your trip, keep a record of your route, 
jotting down landmarks such as fields, gates, 
trees and buildings. Also make a list of anything 
interesting you see and note down where you 
found it. You could collect 

some specimens, too. 


sycamore 
leaf 


Squirrel says 


Always tell an adult — 
where you are going. 


oak leaf 


\en % Oo 
it’s eggs be 


ae 


cowslip 
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sheep droppings 


© A$ 


BACK AT HOME 
Use your notes to make a nature log. First of all 

draw a detailed map with a key. Then write down 
your observations. 


Only collect a specimen if you 
think you won’t harm anything by taking it away. 


building 


od ‘ ' 
tes. i roppings 
stream | saw § "g feather 
pond found a 
gate woods: 
field 
road 
footpath .,You can use these sample pages to help 


hedge 


ye you make your nature log. 
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Puzzle it ouf eZ 
OW! Winlls RANG 
‘ Hp d8 
Weasel had just finished reading a book to the They were all enjoying themselves so , J 
twins. It was an exciting story about cowboys much they didn’t realize how late it was. Lag . @ : 
working on a ranch in the United States. Suddenly, they heard the clanking of a , 
: Gy 


D 


HIDDEN BOOTS 
There are five boots 

hidden in this picture. 
Can you find them? 


AO q 


“Pve got an idea,” piped up Cleo. “Why don’t _ large metal bucket and the stomp of 
we play cowboys out in the farmyard.” _ heavy boots. ; . m ; 
Everyone agreed 'thisiwas a great plan” —<~S*S~S I SE Milking time!” Said Cleo. ~~) cantina fA 
Measly heard what they were up to and didn’t “Hurry, we'd better go. If the farmer @ 
want to miss out on the fun. So the four of catches us there'll be real trouble,” 
them headed off outside. said Measly. 
“Trying to lasso cattle is much harder than it “Oh well,” said Cleo, not too disappointed. y,. > 
looks,” gasped Fido as he chased one of the “I’m quite hungry so it must 


poor cows around the field. be time for tea!” 
It was not long before they were all quite 
tired and decided to play some less 


energetic cowboy games. 


WHAT'S IT SAY? 

Match up the objects 
below. Which is the 
odd one out? Now 
take the first letter 

of the object that 
doesn’t match and 
cross it off each time 
it appears on the sign. 
What does the message 
on the sign say? 


COWBOY HATS 
Only two of the ten-gallon hats are the same. 
Which two are they? 


but they've got themselves into a bit o! a id 


muddle. Can you help them sort out which — 
weasel has caught which cow? 


Puzzle tt ouf 22 | ; : > | , 
BUCKAROO WORDSEARCH : fe —a 
What's Biscuits yh 


All the pictures shown here have 


something to do with cowboys. a cowbo *S S -ha! J 
Can you find them in the fa vouri tp Al 4 Yee hal F Fe clon i 
wordsearch? Read across, ; 4 nd 
backwards, up and down. 4 You will need 225g plain flour, 2'fe tsp 
, | football C< git eearzerag ‘salt, , 60g butter 
tea m? (> or margarine, 70ml milk, mixing bowl, 


sieve, spoon, greased baking sheet. 


A Sieve the flour, salt and | baking 
powder into the bowl. - 
eer 


JOKE TIME : 

Can you find the. answer to this joke 
by writing down the first letter of 
each picture. 


@ Add the butter or margarine and mix 
with your fingers until it looks like 
breadcrumbs. 


3 Make a well in the centre of the mixture 
and add the milk, a little at a time, until 
the mixture forms a dough. 


@ Drop a spoonful of dough on to the 
baking sheet, leaving enough space 

between each ball for it to expand a little 
while cooking. The mixture should make 
about Boks biscuits. 


i - BOOTS 


§ Bake the biscuits in the oven for 
12-15 minutes at Gas mark 5, or until 
the biscuits are a golden brown. 


6 Serve the biscuits with baked beans 
and some milky coffee. It’s deeeeelicious! 
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